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Project II Takes Up The Battle Cryr "WeVe Got to Get
Together and Get Johnny Out of Jail"

, Johnny Wilson is a 24 year old
man with mental retardation who
is sittng in a Missouri prison
Accused of murder, hewas
sentenced to life in prison without
a trial based on his gurltyplea-

Since October, 1990 Project II
has been following the.aseand
-has begun a6ygaating for Johnnyb
release.

The following is a reportfrom
Robert Perske on Johnny Lee
Wilson:

Aurora" Misouri.Forall of his
Z) years, shy, mild-mannered
Johnny Wilsoq lived a reasonably
stablq sheltered life with his
mother and grandmother in this
63,{0-populated Sou-thwest
Missouri town His fatherleft
before Wilsonwas,born. The
Aurora PubliC Schools adjusted to
his "organic brain damage and
mental retardation " provided him
special education classes and
helped him followhis ownrateof
development for 12 fullyears. A
principal and teacher said he had
6een'-'qdet, reserved respecttrt-
never a discipline problem-" After
graduation, Wilson did sporatic
laum-mowing vrith his mother
driving him to the jobs. Even
investigators of the murder of.79-
year-old Pauline Martz found rrim
likable. Missouri Highway Patrol
Sgt JJ Bickers said'T{ewas a
nice kid- Hewas polite-yes sir,
no sir. Hewas easy to talk to. The
only problem is he killed her."

Sunday, April 13, 1986. Ac-
cording to the family, Wilson, his
mother and grandmother attended
morning services at First Presbyte-

rian Church- At noon, a ftiend
came over and stayed until Wilson
was driven to a lawn job by his
mother. Shepicked birn up a
oouple of hours later. Witson's
friend returned- The grandmother
watched a Disney program on TV
with the bop, Oen they taped
5sngs until supper time. After
supper, Wilson and his mother
drove to tle Postofficeand :
RamqfsSupermarket kaving
Ramqfs, they heard sirens and
followed the fire trucls to the
home of Pauline Martz The
twosomewent home to let the
grandmother knov what vas hap-
pening sinoe lv{artz was one of her
card-playing friends. Then they
returned to the fire.

Monday, April 14. Joplin
Police Ir Dick Schurman called
local officers and told themabout
Chris- Allen Brownfield an
escapee ftoman Oklahoma
prison Schurman said the Joplin
native "has been known to tie up
and beatold ladies and is more ..
than cafaotebf nuid;r:- 
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TUesday, April 15. Officers
questioned Wilson in his home.
Earlier, they had reoeived a tip
ftom Gary WalI, a former special
education classmate of Wilson's.
Wall claimed that Wilson said he
killed I\dartz The police back-
ground check on Wall revealed his
reputation as a chronic liar and
troublemaker--one who had often
used tall tales as an attention-
getting dwice.

' Friday,April18. Wilsonwas
watching a movie in the Princess
Theaterwhen officers came for

him and took him to the police \
station- Hewas interrogated ftom I
930 pm until midnight :q

Saturday, April 19. By 1:00
a.[L, a confession for the murder
oflvdartz has been signed by
Wilson Amrding to an audio-
tapc made of the police interview,
Wilson denied involvement at
first Later he admitted comnit-
ting the crime. He said he did it
becaue he felt threatened bythe
policewho "grabbed my tace and
turnedit toqard them-" He told
Connie frung (CES Saturday
Night With Connie Chung 5-12-
9)) *acop said'Well, if.you
@nfess,' you knoq or'tell us you
did iq' or something 1re can all go
homa" Boerptsftomthe
officet's audiotape:

Deputy Seneken 'We have the
fact that you're the one who
started the story about the lady
being tied up and in there and
pgged before we er/en knew it,
beforewe'd even found the body!
We didn't erilen know she was in
tnere urten yoii tnery iU' 

'

Wilson:'And I didn't knorit.o
Deputy Seneken "Oh yes, you

didl And we can prove it!"
Iater, Seneker asked about the

color of the victim's blouse.
Wilson: 'Ill say it was whitg

kind of white or bluish blouse.'
Depoty Seneker: 'Okay, how

about bluish? Ill go for thal'
Wilson: "Yeab-o
Deputy Seneker: 'How about

bluish-green" maybe?' i
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Johnny Wilso& continued
on page 2


