
I'm very sorry not to be able to be in Washington to

celebrate the 20th aniversary of the Rosemary Dybwad

awards. I'm especially sorry because in 1980, after my trip

to the U.S. on a Dybwad award, Bob Perske and I attempted to

circulate all the previous recipients with a view of

eventually forming an association of Rosemary Dybwad award

winners. I hope that that idea might possibly be revived at

the present conference.

My trip to the United States in 1979 involved rooking at the

growing self-advocacy movement. This was a new phenonenon

to me, and. I was extremely impressed to meet the

self-advocacy groups, particularly Project II in Omaha and

the Mohawks and Squaws in Boston. on my return to Britain,

I was keen to discover whether anything like that existed

here. I was delighted to discover that it did.

Self-advocacy is alive and well in Britain, as witnessed by

the fact that 18 people from Britain recently attended the

International conference of self-advocates held in

Washington State earlier this year.

The experiences of self-advocates in the United States and

Britain formed the basis for our book We Can Speak for

Ourselves, by Paul Williams and Bonnie Shoultz, published.

now in the states by Indiana University Press. The book has

sold well in Britain, and has formed part of the basis for

the expansion of the self-advocacy movement over here. Most

British self-advocacy groups are service-based. In

particular, day services for adults with mental handicaps in

Britain often have committees of clients who attend. the

service, which with varying degrees of staff or sometimes

independent external help, have regular meetings and discuss

their own interests, take decisions and act on them. These

groups are nearly always advised by members of staff of the

services, with the accompanying inherent conflicts of

interest that have been pointed out by many writers on

advocacy.


