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An Act

To revise and ertend programs for penons with developmental disabilities.

& it erwtd bt tlre Setwtc and Hotre of fuprwentativer of tlu
Unitd Stotq of America in htwrcs asscrtbd nrat this Act-may
be cit€d as the 'zl)evelopmental fisaUruUes Act of 1984".

SBc. 2. Title I of thri Mental Retardation Facilities and Commu-
nity Mental Health Centers Construetion Act of 196:| is amended to
readas follows:

.TIT[8 I_PROGRAMS FIOR PERSONS WTIII
DEVEIOPMENTAL DISABILMESI

'Pe*r A-4rrrnr. hovr$oNs

"gHonr rrrtE

- -"Snc. 100. lhis title may be citcd as the 'Develop'mental lXsabil-itiee Assistanoe 
"". ":t_TT Tl _'FINI'INGs 

AND PUNF(X'ES

"Sec_. _101.-(a) Ttre Congress finds that-
"(1) -tbere arre mdre than two million persons with develop

mental disabilities in the Unitcd Statee:
"(2) individuals with disabilities occu'rins durinc their devel-

opmental period are more vulnerable and fees abE to r.each an
independent level of existence than ottrer handicapped individ-
uals who generally have had a nonnal dwelopmen-til period on
which to draw during the rehabilitation prooess;
. ".(3) p"-""o* with d-evelopmental disabilities ohen require.spe

cialized lifelong genricee tb be provided bv manv acenqes rn a
coordinated manner in order to meet the oersonst n&ds:

"(4) generic service agencies and aeencies ornvidins sD€cial-
ized services to disableii penlons tenii to ov6rlook oi eiclude
pe5ons {th developmental disabilities in their planning and
delivery of senrices; and

"(5) it is in the national interest to strencthen specific orc
grarns, especially programs that reduce or dliminate the n-eed
for institutional care, to meet the needs of persons with develop
mental disabilities-

"(bxl) It is the overall pur?o€e of this title to assist States to (A)
gssufe that persons with deve-lopmental disabilitiee receive the care,
treatment, and other servicee necessary to enable them to achiev6
lltgi" -"1'ryu4 potential through incr6ased independence, produc-
trvrty, and rntegration into the community, and (B) establish and
operate a Fystem which -coordinates, monit6r€, plans, and evaluates
se^rvicea which ensures the prot4ction of the legil and human rights
of persons with developmenial disabilities.'(2) The specific purpoees of this title ar,e-


