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Foreword

Severely and profoundly mentally
retarded children — how can we help
them develop to their full potentials as
human beings? What methods work
most effectively in teaching these stu-
dents new skills? How can we best
serve them in public schools? These
are some of the questions participants
brought to the national conference,
"Educating the 24-Hour Retarded
Child," on March 31 through April 2,
1975, in the colorful city of New
Orleans. The conference was conduct-
ed by the National Association for
Retarded Citizens through a grant
from the Bureau of Education for the
Handicapped. Guest speakers were
invited whose expertise ranged from
developing and monitoring educa-
tional services to personnel training in
special education.

This report offers a brief overview of
what happened in New Orleans in early
1975. Its purpose is to offer a reflection
of the conference itself—to summarize
the needs as we saw them and to point
toward possible answers to those
needs. And answers are in sight— not
easy or quick answers — but answers

gained through working together
toward the goal of assuring quality
public school services for all severely
and profoundly retarded persons.

We wish to thank all of those
individuals who participated in this
dynamic conference and hope that
they will share their new knowledge
with others concerned with the welfare
of severely handicapped students.
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Frank J. Menolascino, M.D.
President, NARC
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