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THE THOUGHTFUL WORKINGS OF AN EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S MIND

Gosh!
We've got a good thing going.
But what's going to happen now?

The man from Washington says we should buy only
ten gallons of gasoline per week (I know some
GOARC volunteers who burn ten gallons a week on
GOARC causes alone.} The energy crisis forces
one to face the fact that our organization may
have to organize GOARC activities accordingly.
One needs to rack his brain to figure out how
to adjust to the energy crisis. Here are some
unfinished thoughts:

1. Will GOARC need to be organized into many small neighborhood
groups?
2. Would the groups be organized according to Legislative Districts?
Zlp codes? School 2zones? Or what?
3. Ed Skarnulis' Residential Service gang has organized by zones,
4. Karen Faison's Family Resource Services have been "satelited."
5. Our Billie Cook already gives good coverage to North Omaha neighborhoods.
6. Chairman Dan Lynch and the County Commissioners are planning "Human
Service Areas,"
7. Will GOARGC's skeleton crew of professionals each become "territory staff
persons' who organize all kinds of thrusts in their area?
8. Can weé become alert to franchise and back any neighborhood group who
seeks to do meaningful volunteer actions for retarded citizens?
9. Will the future power of GOARC depend on the number of lively small
groups that can emerge in the neighborhoods?
10, Could we retain those five precious come-together times: our all-city
General Membership Meetings?

Crisis can do some interesting things. I recall a close friend, a Dutchman,

who as a teenager served in Holland's underground during the Nazi Occupation.

He once described his pre-war, sedate, self-sufficient neighborhood where neighbors
had little to do with each other. In fact, there were high hedges stretching

from the road to the alley between every house in the neighborhood. However, when
the Nazi Occupation took place, holes were cut in the hedges and there were well-worn
paths through those hedges running directly from house to house!

Now that the energy crisis is here, one wonders if there will be well-worn paths
between GOARC members in a particular neighborhood and fewer to a central
location in the city.

Bob Perske







