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O U R M A J O R L E G I S L A T I V E C O N C E R N S 

1. We are for adequate funding for community based programs. 

2. We are for uniform growth throughout our state with regard to 
community based services. There are many excellent community 
based programs throughout the state which many people do now know 
about. 

3. We refuse to see the residents at Beatrice State Hospital suffer 
anymore and so we support improvements at Beatrice State Home. 
But we also support continued decrease of the population at 
Beatrice State Home until it reaches 650 residents. 

4. We are for having the 4 mile limit removed on Transportation 
Bill LB69Q. 

GOARC Governmental and Legislative Affairs Committee 
Wilma Wills, Chairman 



T H E T H O U G H T F U L W O R K I N G S O F A N E X E C U T I V I 
D I R E C T O R S M I N D 

LUNCH PAILS, ALARM CLOCKS AND HUMAN DIGNITY 

I have vivid recollections of an incident ten 
years ago at a neurological unit where 24 
middle-aged retarded adult men were transferred 
to the agency for special neurological studies. 

.̂ They came from an institution for the mentally 
retarded some sixty miles away. Most of them 
had been in the institution since childhood. 
When they arrived at the neurological unit, 
almost all of them wore toy sheriffs badges 

and they had cap pistols strapped to their waist. This was a common 
practice at the institution where they had been living. The leading 
physician was perplexed by the fact that grown men would have such items 
and value them so highly. 

BOB PERSKE 

After three days of pondering the situation, the lead physician called 
the men together. He asked all of them to turn in their sheriffs badges 
and their cap pistols. He told them that as long as they were living 
at the unit they would be treated like men, and they were expected to 
behave like men. Then, he did an ingenious thing. As he collected the 
badges and cap pistols, he gave each man a lunch pail and an alarm clock. 
The men were thrilled with the exchange. Some of them learned to tell 
time. (It was a humorous thing to be at their living area early in the 
morning when each man's alarm clock began to ring.) It was an equal 
thrill for them to go to breakfast, and while they were eating, their 
lunch pails were filled. This enabled them to eat their lunch like many 
of the maintenance men ate at noon. As a matter of fact, many of these 
men sought out the maintenance people and they started to eat their lunch 
together. 

One can conjecture that the mentally retarded sometimes live up to what 
you expect. Expect them to be children, and that's what they become. 
Expect them to be men and they try to live up to it. 

Bob Perske 



O U R P R E S I D E N T S P E A K S 

Dear Parents and Friends of the Retarded: 

I am going to take this opportunity to discuss in 
greater detail the letter that I wrote to the membership 
a couple of weeks ago. 

The letter that I refer to is the one where 
I expressed concern about losing some community 
services. 

I received quite a few responses from citizens, 
even my wife, when I came home the night the letter 
arrived. She wanted to know "What community services 
are in danger." 

This alarm on her part, and on the part of many of the people who have 
contacted me, prompted me to explain further my concerns in the area of 
services. 

We see many times, when things are going well, how very easy it is to 
become complacent. We in the ENCOR area who make it a point to follow the 
progress, know we have something very good going. So what is the next most 
natural thing to do? Sit back, relax and enjoy the success. 

Anyone who has been on this earth very long knows this is a very dangerous 
thing to do. Anything that is worthwhile in this life, has to be worked on 
and nurtured to make it better, and more worthwhile. 

This is my concern as I hoped to express it to you. Now is not the time to 
rest on our laurels, we must keep working and looking to seek the best ways to 
provide for our retarded. 

If we are to continue to grow, more volunteers will be needed from the 
community, and what I was trying to get across was this point -- If you are 
called upon to help, you know wa need you Please say yes! 

In closing I would like to wish you all, the happiest of holidays and 
many blessings for the New Year. 

JOE FRIEND 

Joseph L. Friend 
President 
GOARC 
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