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ARE MEANT TO BENEFIT BOTH

e

THE YOUNG... AND THE OLD,

OUR MAJOR LEGISLATIVE CONCERNS

1. We are for adequate funding for community based programs,

2, We are for uniform growth throughout our state with regard to
community based services., There are manv excellent community

based programs throughout the state which many people do now know
about.

3. VWe refuse to see the residents at Beatrice State Hospital suffer
anymore and so we support improvements at Beatrice State Home,
But we also support continued decrease of the population at
Beatrice State Home until it reaches 650 residents,

4, We are for having the 4 mile limit removed on Transportation
Bill LB69Q.

GOARC Governmental and Legislative Affairs Committee
Wilma Wills, Chairman




THE THOUGHTFUL WORKINGS OF AN EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S MIND

LUNCH PAILS, ALARM CLOCKS AND HUMAN DIGNITY .

I have vivid recollections of an incident ten
years ago at a neurclogical unit where 24
middle-aged retarded adult men were transferred
to the agency for special neurological studies.
They came from an institution for the mentally
retarded some sixty miles away. Most of them
had been in the institution since childhood.
When they arrived at the neurological unit,
almost all of them wore toy sheriffs badges

and they had cap pilstols strapped to their waist. This was a common
practice at the institution where they had been living. The leading
physician was perplexed by the fact that grown men would have such items
and value them so highly.

BOB PERSKE

After three days of pondering the situation, the lead physician called
the men together, He asked all of them to turn in their sheriffs badges
and their cap pistols. He told them that as long as they were living

at the unit they would be treated like men, and they were expected to
behave like men, Then, he did an ingenious thing. As he collected the
badges and cap pistols, he gave each man a lunch pail and an alarm clock.
The men were thrilled with the exchange. Some of them learned to tell
time. (It was a humorous thing to be at their living area early in the
morning when each man's alarm clock began to ring.) It was an equal
thrill for them to go to breakfast, and while they were eating, their
lunch pails were filled, This enmabled them to eat their lunch like many
of the maintenance men ate at noon. As a matter of fact, many of these
men sought out the maintenance people and they started to eat their lunch
together,

One can conjecture that the mentally retarded sometimes live up to what
you expect. Expect them to be children, and that's what they become. y
Expect them to be men and they try to live up to it,

Bob Perske







