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Federal Court Ruling Assures Education 
For All Retarded Children in Pennsylvania 

State Legislatures Implement 
Mandatory Education Bills 
In Rhode Island, Washington 

MANDATORY EDUCATION — Now strides taken in assuring education tor all retarded chil­
dren. Concerned citizens and ARCs push for new legislation on many legal fronts. Some 
states outstrip others in pioneering tor greater educational opportunities. (See related story.) 

Southwest Region Holds Poverty 
and Mental Retardation Workshop 

In these days, it is doubtful that any child 
may reasonably be expected to succeed 
in life if he is denied the opportunity of 
an education. Such an opportunity, where 
the state has undertaken to provide it, is 
a right which must be made available to 
all on equal terms. 

Chief Justice Earl Warren 
Supreme Court —1954 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. —A three-judge 
Federal court here has ordered Pennsyl­
vania to assure an education for all re-
tarded children in the state. Further, 
the court has set a 90-day deadline for 
the state to identify every retarded child 
denied a public education. It gave ed­
ucational authorities until September first 
of next year to begin actual teaching. 

It is expected that approximately 5,000 
Pennsylvania children will benefit from 
the ruling next fall. 

According to Time Magazine, "The 
decision is expected to encourage suits 
around the country and will ultimately 
affect tens of thousands of retarded 

'The real impetus of this bill," states 
Dennis Haggerty, member of NARC's 
Residential Services Committee, "aside 
from the starting age of the child is that 
there are no slats that children can fall 
between; that is, education for all means 
just that, and there is no shifting of re­
sponsibility to a department of welfare 
if the bureau of education feels that 
child is not educable at all for so-called 
'training.' In a sense, it broadens the 
definition of education or — makes it 
more simple." 

The basis for legal action dates from 
May 1969 at the Pennsylvania Associa­
tion for Retarded Children's Convention 
which permitted implementation of the 
bill of rights for retarded persons through 
advocate action. PARC then hired 
Thomas K. Gilhool as special consul to 
research areas to implement a bill of 
rights for retarded persons and Gilhool 
chose the right to education suit as his 
first priority. 

Early this year, when the case neared 
its determination. Gilhool told The New 



As a step toward meeting one of NARC's 
top organizational priorities, a training 
workshop on poverty and mental re­
tardation for volunteers and staff from 
NARC's Southwest Region was held in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Dec. 10-11. 

The workshop was sponsored by the 
NARC Organization Development Com­
mittee and the Training Center in Men­
tal Retardation, California State College 
at Los Angeles. 

The program was coordinated by 
NARC and Training Center Director Dr. 
David Bilovsky. It was launched with a 
general presentation on the involvement 
of poverty and minority groups with lo­
cal ARCs by Earl Long, recently named 
as national director of Project STAR, 
which is co-sponsored by NARC, the 
National Urban League and the family 
Services Association of America. 

Among the highlights of the workshop 
was a session in which minority group 
mothers who have retarded children re­
lated their experiences with local ARCs. 

During a four hour segment of the 
workshop, Mrs. Moonyeen Weiss and 
Mrs. Mary Ann Jensen of the Organiza­
tion Development Committee and Dr. 
Brian McCann, NARC assistant director 
for Program Services, presented NARC's 
training program "A Second Look at 
Poverty." Using leadership training tech­
niques, the program is aimed at increas­
ing, through experience-based learning, 
participant effectiveness in working with 
low-income and minority groups. Train­
ing materials and guidelines for conduct­
ing the training program will be available 
to state and local units from NARC 
early this year. 

In the final sessions, participants from 
each state were asked to select target 
areas for action and to develop initial 
steps for attacking these problems. Mem­
bers of the Training Center staff will fol­
low up with each state representative 
to determine progress made. 

In commenting on the Las Vegas meet­
ing, Dr. McCann stated "I hope that this 
workshop will serve as a prototype for 
similar programs at the regional, state 
and local levels. By supplementing 

NARC's poverty training materials with 
resource people from universities and 
agencies involved in poverty-related ac­
tivities, it should be possible for ARCs 
to mount programs of this type through­
out the nation. Such workshops should 
serve to increase knowledge of, and com­
mitment to, poverty and mental retarda­
tion among our members." 

The wheels have been rolling around 
the country on mandatory education for 
some time, and considerable progress 
has been made recently in several states, 
including Rhode Island and Washington. 

However, Mrs. Patricia Clapp, presi­
dent of the Pennsylvania ARC, has 
hailed the ruling in her state as a "land­
mark." 

York Times that '62 percent of all re­
tarded children in the country were not 
getting a public education and that at 
least 50 percent in Philadelphia were not. 

The new ruling overturned several 
sections of the state's Public School 
Code, including provisions that a school 
psychologist could relieve a school of 
its obligation to educate a child by find­
ing him "uneducable and untrainable" 
or finding a beginner had not reached 
"the mental age of 5." 

The final order, which was signed 
October seventh, includes clarification of 
the intent of the school code as it relates 
to mentally retarded students. The follow­
ing sections can no longer be used as an 
automatic reason for the exclusion of 
a mentally retarded child from school: 

• Requiring beginners to have attained 
a mental age of 5 years... 

• Using "compulsory school age" as 
meaning only from age 8 to age 17 . . . 

• Excluding children who are "un­
able to profit" from school... 

• Defining "exceptional children" in 
an arbitrary way. . . 

(Continued on page 6) 

PUBLIC SCHOOLING — Many retarded 
children once denied the right to attend 
public schools are benefiting from recent 
legal action. 

NARC Delegates to Attend 
Fifth Int'l MR Congress 
Montreal, Canada, will be the site of the 5th 
dation, sponsored by the International League 
Oct. 1 to 6, 1972. 

The National Association for Retarded 
Children will not have a regular conven­
tion this year as registrants will partici­
pate in the program planned by the 
League. NARC will, however, conduct 
its annual business on Oct. 1 prior to the 
official opening of the congress. The 
Council of Executives of ARCs will also 
conduct training sessions at the congress. 

The NARC Membership and Support 
Committees will meet on Friday, Sept. 
29 and the Board of Directors Saturday, 
Sept. 30. There will be regional lunch­
eons Sunday, Oct. 1. The credentials 
room will be open the 29th and 30th for 
delegates to obtain their voting creden­
tials. More than 800 NARC delegates 
are expected to attend from the six 
regions. 

Registration forms will be printed this 
year in the February issue of Mental 
Retardation News. Those expecting to at­
tend should get their registration forms 
in early. Delegates from 50 countries are 
expected at/ the congress in the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel. Late registrants will 
have to be registered at other hotels 
where access to the sessions may not be 
as convenient. 

The theme of the congress is: "The 
Rights of the Retarded — Suit the ac­
tion to the word, the word to the ac­
tion." Among the features will be an 
international film festival, outstanding 

International Congress on Mental Retar-
of Societies for the Mentally Handicapped 

speakers and training sessions, visitations 
to facilities and programs as well as 
sightseeing tours. 

Thomas Cook and Son, the official 
travel agent for the congress, can provide 
travel information. The official carrier is 
Air Canada. For further information, 
write: The Congress Committee, P.O. 
Box 1060, T.M.R., Montreal 304, Que­
bec, Canada. 

Prevention to be Theme 
Of YOUTH-NARC Convention 
YOUTH-NARC will hold its 6th Annual 
National Convention at Robert Morris 
College, Moon Township, Pennsylvania, 
August 15 through 20, Kate Roden, presi­
dent of the organization, has announced. 

Based on a theme of prevention, the 
program will encompass general health 
concerns as well as cognitive aspects of 
prevention. YOUTH-NARC is dedicated 
to the concept that prevention of mental 
retardation includes the elimination of 
those conditions before and after birth 
which damage the child's ability to learn. 

Maryann Steel of YOUTH-PARC will 
serve as general chairman of the conven­
tion. Carol Cleary of Lindstrom, Minne­
sota, a YOUTH-NARC board member, is 
in charge of the program. 



Editorial 
N.Y. Times on Mandatory Education 

© 1971 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted by permission." 

The ruling by a three-judge Federal court in Philadelphia that the State of Pennsylvania must 
provide free public education to all retarded children constitutes a historic step in an area 
that has suffered from public and professional neglect. Similar court tests will inevitably be 
instituted elsewhere unless school systems across the country move toward voluntary com­
pliance with what will surely become the universal legal requirement. 

The education of retarded children is a difficult task, but it is clearly a responsibility to 
be borne by school and society. For parents it is, under present chaotic and often callously 
inadequate provisions, both a personally heartbreaking and financially ruinous problem. 
School systems apply widely differing standards in categorizing youngsters ineducable. Even 
where districts nominally accept the responsibility for keeping such children in school, they 
often fail to provide effective instruction, thus adding frustration to disability. Yet the few 
existing private institutions of acceptable quality are beyond the financial reach of most 
families of even comfortable means. 

The court ruling is humane and socially sound. Whatever the cost of educating retarded 
children, the cost of setting them adrift in the world without giving them the means to lead 
useful lives is far higher. It is also morally indefensible. With only about three percent of 
the school-age population in the retarded category, the nation is surely able to provide the 
means to point these youngsters on a productive course. 

A court order alone, however, is not enough. To translate the law into educational policy 
requires fully trained personnel and adequate staffing in existing schools and in special 
facilities. United States Education Commissioner Sidney P. Marland Jr. urges that 1980 be 
set as the target year for assuring all retarded children a free public education. The Pennsyl­
vania ruling provides a new legal basis for eliminating a glaring neglect. 

NARC to Urge Modernizing 
Of MR Medical Education 
As a result of a resolution passed by the delegates at the Denver Convention, NARC is 
now in the process of urging the American Medical Association Council on Medical 
Education and the Association of American Medical Schools to upgrade, expand and 
modernize medical education in the field of retardation. 

The proposed recommendations have been based on the fact that although there are 
approximately six million retarded persons in the United States, there is an immeasur­
ably small percentage of medical education given in retardation. And much of this 
education is given to developing physicians and is focused disproportionately on the 
exotic, the rare and institutionalized forms of retardation. 

Although the majority of retarded 
people are capable of functioning in the Medical Association Council on Medical 

Accreditation Survey Procedures 
Formally Approved by AC/FMR 
The Accreditation Council for Facilities for the Mentally Retarded (AC/FMR) held 
its seventh council meeting in Chicago, November 22 and 23, 1971. The council 
formally approved the accreditation survey procedures to be used in applying the 
standards which were published earlier this year. The survey procedures provide the 
mechanism whereby a residential facility may seek accreditation. 

Certain fundamental principles were 
adopted which govern the accreditation 
survey procedures, and examples of these 
principles are summarized below: 

1. The criteria of an adequate residen­
tial program for mentally retarded persons 
are stated in the standards. The purpose 
of the accreditation survey is to deter­
mine the extent of compliance with the 
standards. 

2. The extent of compliance with the 
standards will be assessed in the follow­
ing ways: 

• The statement of a responsible, au­
thorized administrator or staff member 
that the facility complies. 

• Documentary evidence or certifica-
tion of compliance provided by the facility. 

• Answers to detailed questions con­
cerning the implementation of an item in 
the standards, or examples of its imple­
mentation. 

• On-site observations by surveyors. 
3. A self-survey conducted by its own 

staff is of benefit to a facility, whether or 
not followed by a site visit by Accredita­
tion Council surveyors. 

4. Surveyor observations will concen­
trate on: 

• Observations of the implementation 
of selected items of the standards in 
ways which make a difference in the 
day-to-day lives of facility residents. 

• Related observations of the resident-
living environment which verify the fa­
cility's response to certain items. 

• Resolution of questions concerning 
compliance which remain after a facility 
has indicated its compliance and provided 
supplementary information and/or docu­
mentation. 

• Review and discussion of survey 
results with the facility's staff. 

The Accreditation Council has defined a 
residential facility for mentally retarded 

of those skills, habits and attitudes es­
sential to adaptation in contemporary 
society." 

NARC's council representatives have 
urged every state and local association to 
familiarize themselves with the new stan­
dards and to develop cooperative strat­
egies with residential facilities to assist 
the facility in gaining accreditation. 
Since accreditation is voluntary, it may 
be necessary for state and local associa­
tions to actively encourage facilities to 
seek accreditation and to assist them in 
the process. 

Maryland ARC Launches 
Family Guidance and 
Resource Service Program 
A new in-the-home counseling service 
for families of retarded children has been 
launched by the Montgomery County 
Association for Retarded Children, Silver 
Springs, Md. The project is financed by a 
$32,413 grant from the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. 

The program is an outgrowth of 
MCARC's recognition that family guid­
ance and resource services are essential 
to a successful community program for 
retarded persons. At present, families 
must struggle to rear a retarded child 
with no central resource for guidance 
and no relief. The accompanying prob­
lems of the retarded family member, 
temporary family crises, inadequate 
knowledge of community resources or 
simple desperation often drive a family 
to choose institutionalization unneces­
sarily. With guidance and supportive ser­
vice parents can be assured that the 
retarded child will reach his maximum 



knowledge of alternatives, continue to 
encourage great numbers of commit­
ments into institutions. Medical doctors 
in community practice have repeatedly 
told leaders in the field of retardation 
that they have been taught little or noth­
ing in medical schools about retardation. 
As a result, they are therefore aware 
that they have little counseling, referral 
or prognostic expertise to offer troubled 
parents of retarded persons who look to 
them for advice. 

Inasmuch as retardation is not, beyond 
some basic diagnostic considerations, a 
continuing medical problem, but rather 
a behavioral and educational one, NARC 
is, in addition, urging the American 

can Medical Schools: 
To provide medical education in some 

reasonable proportion to the incidence of 
handicap in the community.... 

To recognize that in the strengthened 
emphasis on family medicine in medical 
education, the students should be in­
structed in: 

(a) The fact of the proven physical 
and vocational potentials of most retard­
ed people to function in the normal 
streams of society, and 

(b) The multi-agency network of ad­
vice and guidance sources available to 
parents and guardians of retarded peo­
ple, as well as to the retarded citizens 
themselves. 

has physical identity and administrative 
integrity and conducts a program of ser­
vices directed primarily to enhancing the 
health, welfare and development of indi­
viduals classified as mentally retarded. 
The primary purpose of a residential fa­
cility is to protect and nurture the dig­
nity, health and development of each 
individual requiring twenty-four-hour 
programming services. Inherent to this 
commitment is the responsibility to pro­
vide those experiences that will enable 
the individual to: (a) develop his physi­
cal, intellectual, social and emotional 
capacities to the fullest extent; (b) live 
in an environment that is conducive to 
personal dignity while in the residential 
facility; and (c) continue development 
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RING THE BELL — At their recent meeting In Dallas, the National Association for 
Mental Health, Inc. gave the Mental Health Bell Award to the National Association for 
Retarded Children "For Stimulation of Programs for the Mentally Handicapped and Promo­
tion of Voluntarism." 

Mrs. Lillian Walker, NARC South Central regional vice president, holds the plaque 
presented by Irving Chase, NAMH president, at a reception prior to the awards luncheon, 
while Dr. Brian McCann, NARC assistant executive director, Program Services, looks on. 

teed a secure, productive place in the 
community. 

"This program will not follow the tra­
ditional approach where services are pro­
vided only to those who have the motiva­
tion to seek them," advises Mrs. Gloria 
Grant, director of the Family Guidance 
and Resource Services Program. "We 
will reach beyond the traditional physical 
boundaries and move into the home in 
order to provide programs tailored to 
meet the needs of the individual child 
and family." 

The new Family Guidance and Re­
source Services Program will provide 
services in crisis intervention, family and 
individual counseling and sibling sup-
port. The staff will be making informal 
unhurried visits in the homes, and will 
be available in the evenings and on 
weekends when the father and other 
family members are in. 

The program will provide a central 
focal point where information and con­
sultation on community resources, i.e., 
social, educational, legal, medical, finan­
cial, recreational and religious, can be 
provided to families of mentally re­
tarded children. Community receptivity 
services such as consultation, education 
and in-service training will also be of­
fered to agencies to increase the com­
munity's receptivity to mentally retarded 
persons. 

No fee is charged for the program 
services. Persons needing assistance can 
be referred by agencies, physicians, min-
isters and clinics. Most of all it is hoped 
that the parents themselves will feel free 
to call MCARC to make an appointment 
or to talk to the director, Mrs. Grant. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
When notifying Mental Retardation 
News of a change of address, it is 
MOST important that you give your 
old address as well as your new 
address. 

To add a new address, we must first 
find the old address and remove it. 
Subscribers are listed by address and 
zip code, not by name. 

We would appreciate your coopera­
tion. 
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MOTOR 
development 

By Susan Radabaugh 

from "challenge" 

Motor development for the retarded child 
must be demanded, developed and pur­
sued. For too many years this potential 
was not recognized or emphasized. To 
ignore motor development of the retarded 
child is to deny him a chance for suc­
cessful achievement. Without a founda­
tion in basic motor skills and abilities, 
more complex learning tasks are not likely 
to take place. For example, a child who 
is not aware of how his body moves in 
space may have difficulty writing his 
name or staying within a defined area on 
paper. In order to achieve an awareness 
of body movement, motor activities must 
be initiated at an early age. Poor motor 
development often is not the result of 
the child's inability to perform but a lack 
of exposure to an experience in motor 
activities. Parents as well as educators 
must provide activities which will help the 
child develop an awareness of body move­
ment. 

NARC TO HIRE 
MINORITY REPRESENTATIVE 
TO IMPLEMENT 1970 
POVERTY RESOLUTION 
Strategies have been implemented 
throughout the past year on Resolution 
5A adopted at the 1970 NARC Annual 
Convention, dealing with poverty and 
mental retardation, and the involvement 
of low-income groups in NARC member­
ship and programs. These developments 
culminated at the 1971 Denver Conven­
tion, in recommendations, which were 
passed by the delegates. 

As a result, NARC will hire, as soon 
as possible, a program services consultant 
on the national staff who will devote full 
time to working with NARC volunteer 
committees and staff in evolving overall 
policies and program guidelines in the 
area of poverty and mental retardation. 

Sufficient funds will be made available 
to enable this consultant to carry out 
his responsibilities effectively. As addi­
tional funds become available, more rep­
resentatives for the minority interests 
will be added to the field staff. 

NARC will also utilize the Minority 
Affairs Coalition (MAC), the National 
Urban League, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
and other appropriate national organiza­
tions in efforts to recruit these additional 
representatives. 

MAC will, in addition, serve as an 
Advisory Committee to the NARC Board 
of Directors. The chairman of the Pov­
erty and Mental Retardation Committee 
will be a member of MAC and the liaison 
between MAC and the NARC Board of 
Directors. There will also be one addi­
tional MAC member who will serve on 
the NARC Poverty and Retardation 
Committee. 

» NARC Newslet ters 
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