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HISTCJRY OF COARC

As la te  as  1957,  E ,he f  e  i *e re  f  e r+  a l te rna t ives  in  Nebraska f  o r  paren ts

o f  the  menta l l y  rebarded.  They  cou ld  send the i r  ch i ld  away to  the

s te tes ts  on ly  insb i tu t lon  fo r  the  menba l ty  re ta rded ,  loca ted  in  a

smal l  fa rming  communi ty  in  bhe soueheas l  cCI rner  o f  the  s taber  o r r

i f  Lhey  were  wea l thy  enough,  they  cou ld  send t ,ha t  ch i ld  to  a  p r ivabe

ins t i tu t ion  even fu rbher  a lesy  f , rom h is  fami ly ;  I f  paren ts  re jee ted

ins t i tuE iona l iao t iano  they  were  le f t  w ieh  v l " rLua l l y  no  suppor t  i n

the  communi ty  ts  ass is t  Lhern  in  r+ork ing .w iEh the i r  ch i ld .

So  paren ts  o f  re ta rded  c i - t iE€ns  in  Nebreska  banded  cogeLher r  ds

d id  paren ts  in  o ther  s ta tes  ac ross  the  naE ion ,  to  share  Lhe i r

f rus t ra t ionsr  and to  seek  to  p rov ide  fo r  th re i r  ch i ld ren  r *ha t

the i r  government  and ne ighbors  had fa i led  Eo prov ide .  The vo id

was so  grea t - -no  serv ices  in  the  conrmun i ty  and dep lorab le  csnd i t ions

at  the  insE i tuNion- - thaL these parent$  commiEted themse lves  to  b r ing-

ing  about  change.  The ac t ion  they  p t r rsued caused an  en t i re  ne l i

sys tem o f  se rv icee  fo r  t ,he  menta l l y  re ta rded  Nq evo lve"  {The  fu l l

s to ry  i s  besE to ld  e lser *here .  See Wcl fensberger  and Meno lasc inc ,

"Ref Iec f l ions  on  Recent  Menta l  Retarda t ion  Deve lopments  in

Nebradka" ,  MSqt teS &eLegde[ - ]gp ,  December ,  1970.  )

As  members  o f  the  Nebraska Assoc ia t ion  fo r  Retarded eh i ld ren ,  a

group o f  paren ts  in  1968 request ,ed  a  s tudy  o f  the  s ta te rs  ins f i tu t ion

for  Ehe menta l l y  re ta rded.  Nebraskafs  governor  appo i "n ted  a  C iL izents

Study Commit tee to examine Ehre condi t ions of  the Beatr ice State Horae

and to  p rov ide  h im l i i th  d i rec t ion  fo r  fu tu re  sEaEe ac t ion .  The

commi t tee  was compr ised o f  psren ts  o f  menta l l y  re ta rded persons

who then  res ided  6E the  s ta te ' s  ins t iLu t ion l  pe r€n ts  whose  ch i ld ren


