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FOREWORD 

The Task Force on Developmental Disabilities of the National Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL) was established in 1990 by NCSL President Lee A. Daniels, house minority leader in 
Illinois. Representative Daniels charged the task force to recommend state legislation for people 
with developmental disabilities and their families. 

In response, the Task Force on Developmental Disabilities proudly issues this publication, which 
provides background and makes recommendations for state legislatures in the following policy 
areas: early intervention, family support, transition services, community living, supported 
employment, and funding. 

The task force based its work on a principle of consumer-focused service, which recognizes that 
each individual and family has unique strengths and needs that change over time. The task force 
aims toward the future with a vision of how to improve services for persons with developmental 
disabilities and their families. 

The task force recognizes that existing programs, facilities, and practices represent concerted 
efforts by states to provide the most appropriate services to citizens with developmental 
disabilities. Many task force members were introduced for the first time to the forces of change 
that demand new structural approaches to services for persons with developmental disabilities, 
changes brought about largely by dedicated and vocal persons with disabilities and their advocates. 

This publication represents task force recommendations for state action to change the structure of 
services to persons with developmental disabilities over a period of time. Task force members 
hope this report assists legislators and other policymakers to improve their service systems for 
persons with developmental disabilities who desire to live, learn, work, and play as inclusive 
members of their communities. 

This document concludes the first-year work of the task force. Other projects included: 
development of a NCSL Memorial, adopted at the NCSL business meeting in August 1990 (page 
39 of this document); and co-sponsorship of the February 28 to March 2,1991, national 
conference, "Americans with Developmental Disabilities: Policy Directions for the States," in 
Chicago. In the future, the task force may make recommendations for NCSL involvement in 
federal policies that affect states' services to persons with developmental disabilities, address 
health-care service and access issues, address state implementation of the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act, and address prevention activities to lower the incidence rate of developmental 
disabilities. 

William T. Pound 
Executive Director 
NCSL 
February 1991 


