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Foreword

During the last decade there has been an ever increasing national
effort towards seeking new residential alternatives so as to reduce

the size of large public institutions for retarded citizens. Dein-
stitutionalization has become a major focus of the Federal Govern-
ment and is having direct repercussions on state and local government
postures towards seeking improved models of care. Nursing homes
and intermediate care facilities have come directly to our attention

as represenfative of smaller residential alternatives, Yet these
alternatives have posed unique problems of their own, such as the
overall appropriateness of these settings for retarded citizens.
Questions have been raised in regard to definitions of nursing care,
which special program features must be included, environmental
issues, standards and regulations, accountability, financial dimen-~
sions, etc. These problem areas were viewed as a challenge by the
NARC Board of Directors who, seeking to further explore these issues,
elected to hold a national symposium on Nursing Homes in the System
of Residential Services. We initiated and funded this symposium with
the intent of bringing together interested leaders in this area of en~
deavor from both our nation’s professional community and our own
Association.







