








Activities
The DD Council promotes the de, elopment of needed human and fiscal resource, to

support services lor persons with developmental disabilities. includmg support from

other public agenc!es. privale organizalions. and volunteer groups

Its activities ma!-,' include but are not limited to the follOWIng:

Planning. The DD Cound conducts systematic long·range and short-range plannmg
activities. using a structured. orderl,' process for establishing goals and object"'e, and

lor seeking possible methods to achieve them. Consumers. agency personnel. and
service providers participate in the planning process. These efforts seek to promote

improved services for persons With developmental disabilities by emphasiZing
coordination and cOopl!ra!ion ber~,:e~n the man~' human sen1jce ayencies. consumer
groups. and others involved with sen:1ces for persons with de ....elopmenlal disabilities

Evaluation. The DO Counc:1 promotes lmpJel1lentolion of varied evaluation 5>-'::.lCn1S 10

measure the quality. effectiveness, and quantity of serVices, staff. and facill11es for
persons with developmt?lltel disabdilies. while protecling tht? confidentiality of r('cord~

and other information describing persons with de\"elopmental ui5ahHlil.>~

Public Information and Education. The DD Council disseminates lin dings from
projects and acti\'itl~s it sponsors In order to inform and educate professiol1i11s.

consumers. parents. agencies, and the general puhlic regarding issues. research
findings. and other matters of signifiea'lee UJ persons with de\"elopmel1tal disabililles.

The DD Council supports the l:'slabli:;hmenl of public awarencs~ and pubhe education
programs 10 assist in the !:.'Hminatlon of socIal. attitudinal. and €Il\::ronmcnlal banters

confronted b~T persur.. s with de",~,jopmenlal disabdilies Thl' DO Council s;.;bmi!s
periodic reports to the Dt>partmoi;!ll! of Ht::'alth. EJuealion and \ ...... elfar\!. summarizing its

planning and other related actll,.'lll€S

Legislative and Plan Review. In order to facilitate cooperation and el:minale
unnecessary duplication. the DD Council provides to the maximum extent feaSible all

opportunity for its members and staff to give prior review and comment on all sliite

plans which relate to programs affecting persons with develop menial disab:lilles The
DD Council also reviews new and exiSlmg laws and regulations "hich may have some

bearing on the planning. delivery. and evaluation of servICes for persons \,""Ith

de\'elopmenlal disablillies
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In order to promote service quality. accessibility and eff~ct1Ve funding and implementation. the
DD Council assists in moving its recommendations toward the executi\.'e and legislative pro­
cesses in Minnesota, It further supports the introduction and passage of new laws and ap·
propriate changes in existing laws that would improve the service delivery sy'stem for persons
With developmental disabilities, The DO Council also s~eks effective imp;em~ntation of existing
law's and regulations affecting persons with developmental disabilities

Research and Development. The DO Council supports n~eded research and development
efforts to find new or improved techniques for providmg services to persons with developmental
disabilities. It also supports efforts to implement and use known research and development
findings through programs of translation and dissemination of informat,on.

Prevention and Early Intervention. The DO Council promotes programs designed to reduce
the incidence of developmental disabilities, Such programs involve the early screening.
diagnosis. and evaluation (including maternal care. developmental screening. home care. infant
and preschool stimulation programs. and parent counseling and training) of developmentally
disabled infants and preschool children. particularly those with multiple handicaps.

Residential Services. The DO Council supports efforts to improve the quality of care and the
environment of persons for whom institutional care is appropriate and to eliminate inappropriate
residential placement of persons with developmental disabilities,

Community Programs. The DO Council supports the establishment of community programs
and promotes the provision o{ appropriate and effective services {or persons with developmental
disabilities. These services should be available to all persons regardless of their place of
residence.

Advocacy. The DO Council promotes and supports systems advocacy w'hich aims toward
achieving legislative. social. and policy reform, In addition. the Council seeks to influence and
heighten public awareness about the problems encountered by persons with developmental
disabilities in order to gain support {or improving the nature. extent. and quality of services
available to handicapped persons.
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Regional Programs
Developmental Disabilities Planning efforts are also carried out on a local level throughout

Minnesota by regional DD planning programs. Regional Development Commissions (RDCs)
serve as host agencies for each of the seven regional planning programs: each RDC has

responsibility for implementing the regional components of the DD State Plan, establishing a
Regional DD Advisory Council. and submitting annual work plans. The relationship between the

RDC and the Regional DD Advisory Council is formally documented in a memorandum of
agreement or is clearly stated with RDC policy statements, The employment and supervision of

staff to carry out the regional DD work plan is the responsibility of the RDC.

Upon the recommendation of the State DD Council and the submittal of an acceptable work
plan, planning grants are awarded by the State Planning Agency to RDCs to help carry out DO

planning at the local level.

This support of regional planning programs reflects a desire to promote, conduct, and
coordinate planning at the local level in order to achieve a continuum of programs and services

in each region of the state. Support of local planning, which involved key parties from the

human services system, acknowledges that the nature of problems and their solulions will vary
by region.

While recognizing the role of regional agencies as part of the statewide planning framework for
d<velopmentally disabled individuals, each region exercises flexibility", using a\'ailable resources

in documenting and establishing needs and priorities. and in implementing appropriate plans
that address priority service needs of persons with developmental disabilities.

Regional DD CounCils perform an important advisory function at the local and state level as
well. Regional DD Advisory Council membership parallels thaI of the State DD Council. At least

one-half of the members must be persons with developmental disabilities, or their parents or
guardians. In addition. Regional DD Councils must include service providers, agency personnel.

and representatives of other groups concerned with services for persons with developmental
disabilities.
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The Regional Advisory Councils are expected to include In their local planlllng eHurts. on behalf of
persons with developmental disabilities. the follOWing aCll\lties:

• Defining and determining the popuiahull in need of 5t?n.;ices:

• Id€Tltif~'ing local gaps in and needs for ser\'ic~s.

• Establishing appropriate local priorities for planlllng. Je\'eloping. and t:?valuatiny ""HUrlS to mak....
comprehensive services available to all persons with di!velopmental d~sabillti'<!s. and

• Submitting annual comprehensive plans to the State DD Council and staff

The Regional Advisory Councils advise the State DD Council. state agencies. and agencies in their
region on matters pertaining to local administration. Regional Councils also seek to facilitate and
t:'llcourage the developm,:mt of inter-agency planning and coordination of programs. sen:ices. and
facilities at the local level: they are encouraged to revie\<' plans of regional and local agencies or
groups which impact on the servin~ program for per~ons with de\.'elupmelHal disabilitit's

Regional DO Advisor>-' Councils seek 10 ensure protection of the human Tights of p~r~ons v..'ith

dev~lopml:!ntal disabilities. Th~y also sl!l:!k to increas~ public dl.,,'arcl1ess to assist in the l2limination of

social. attitudinal. and em,lironmeTl1al barriers confronted b~' pl!rsons with di!I.'elopmental disabilitil!s
and to mvolve consumers in their activities to the maxImum ex len I feasihle. The RegIonal DD Councils
receive partial financial sponsorship from local agenCles and have respollsibtl,ty to the local agene,' as
well as to the State DD Council and Offtce.
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Council Composition
The Council members are appointed by the Governor of Minnesota. Citizen participation lS an important
feature of the DD Council. At least one-half of the membership of the Minnesota DD Council consists of
persons with developmental disabilities or their parents or guardians. The Council also includes in its
membership representatives of the principal state and federal agencies that provide services to persons with
developmental disabilities, local agencies. and non-governmental agencies and groups concerned with
services for persons with developmental disabilities.

The 1970 DD Act as amended by P.L. 94-103 and P.L. 95-602 requires that each state designate a single
agency to administer the State DD Plan and the monies which flow to the state under the DD Act.

In Minnesota. the State Planning Agency was named in March. 1972. by the Governor as the designated
agency for administering the DD Council and the DD State Plan. A DD Planning Office was established
within the State Planning Agency.

Provisions under the statute establishing the State Planning Agency (Minnesota Statute 4.12) emphasize
long-range, inter-departmental planning. The statute mandates review of all plans filed with the federal
government by Minnesota state departments and agencies, and review of current programming and future
planning of all state departments and agencies. The statute further emphasizes that the powers and duties of
the State Planning Agency include the preparation of "comprehensive. long-range recommendations for the
orderly and coordinated growth of the state." These provisions are similar in mission. intent. and require­
ment to the 1970 DD Ad and its amendments.

While the DD Council itself does not provide direct services. it emphasizes integration of services and policies
among the many other agencies and organizations relevant to persons with developmental disabilities.
cooperative funding to increase efficiency in the use of public resources. and local planning activities. The
DD Council seeks to establish and maintain communication with agencies and groups in the state and
regions and to continuously develop liaison activities necessary to acquire and disseminate important
information for planning and decision-making.

The DD Council participates with other programs within the State Planning Agency and with other state­
level groups in efforts to promote the planning, development. and improvement of needed human services
for persons with developmental disabilities.

13


